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ADVERTISEMENT. 

]VX Y new  method  of  adminif- 
tering  mercury  having  met  with 
the  greateft  approbation  from 
feveral  Gentlemen  of  the  Fa- 
culty, I was  unwilling  that  the 
public  fhould  lofe  the  benefit, 
or  myfelf  the  credit,  arihng 
from  their  candid  opinions  and 
attentions,  I therefore  refolved 
to  collect  their  detached  com- 
munications and  to  prefent 
them  at  one  view  to  general 
infpeftion.  Some  of  the  tefti- 
monies  produced  in  the  follow- 
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ing  pages  are  anonymous,  tHe 
reft  have  their  refpe&able  and 
proper  ftgnatures — thefe  will 
undoubtedly  claim  the  greateft: 
attention,  but  no  lefs  regard 
ought  to  be  paid  to  the  others, 
when  the  obfervations  and  ex- 
periments are  founded  on  the 
bafts  of  reafon  and  fadts. 

I have  tran  dated  into  French 
Dr.  Hunter’s  remarks  and  as 
many  of  Mr.  Cruikfhank’s  as 
feemed  necefiary  to  give  foreign- 
ers, unacquainted  with  theEng- 
lifh  language,  an  idea  of  this 
practice. 

Chancery  -Lane , March 
25,  1782. 


Dr. 
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Dr.  H U N T E R’s 

REMARKS 

O N 

Mr.  C L A R E’s 

New  Method  of  introducing  Mercury  into 
the  Circulation. 

AS  the  external  furface  of  the  body 
(fays  the  Do<5tor)  is  every  where 
bibulous,  fo  is  the  internal.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  of  abforption  taking  place 
on  the  infide  of  the  mouth,  ofthepr?- 
putium , of  the  labia ^ &c.  and  any  fine 
powder,  capable  of  being  abforbed  there, 
will,  no  doubt,  be  more  readily  abforbed 
when  mixed  with  a watery  fluid.  When 
mixed  with  oil,  and  applied  to  wet 
furfaces,  it  may  be  prefumed  that  it  will 
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be  kept  at  fome  diftance.  It  is  Iikewife 
very  probable,  that,  when  the  calomel 
is  rubbed  upon  the  furfaces  of  the  mouth, 
what  gets  into  the  flomach  is  carried 
down  fo  gradually,  and  diffufed  over  fo 
great  a furface,  that  it  will  ftimulate  the 
; -prim a via  much  lefs  ; and  people  with 
very  tender  bowels  may  therefore  bear 
it  much  better  than  when  given  in  pills, 
bolufes,  &c. 

The  Dr.  adds,  it  is  reafonable  to 
fuppofe,  that  watery  fluids  will,  in  gene- 
ral, be  more  readily  abforbed,  perhaps 
even  when  applied  to  the  outward  fur- 
face. 
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Remarques  de  DoSieur  Hunter 
fur  la  Nouvelle  Methode 
d’introduire  le  Mercure  dans 
la  Circulation  du  Sang,  de 
Pierre  Clare, Chirurgien. 

OMME  toute  la  furface  exte- 


rieure  de  notre  Corps  eft  abfor 
bante,  l’interieure  l’eft  de  meme.  II  n’y 
a point  de  doute  que  l’interieure  de  la 
Bouche,  le  prepuce  & les  labia  &c. 
n’abforbent,  & toute  poudre  fine  capable 
d’y  etre  abforbee,  le  fera  toujours  beau- 
coup  plus  facilement  quand  elle  aura  ete 
melee  avec  un  fluide  aqueux.  Quand 
melee  avec  de  l'huile,  & appliquee  aux 
furfaces  mouillees,  on  peut  prefumer 
quelle  fera  tenue  a quelque  diftance.  II  eft 
bien  probable  aufli  que,  quand  le  Calo- 
mel eft  frotte  fur  les  furfaces  de  la 


B 2 


Bouche, 


( 8 ) 

Bouche,  ce  qui  entre  dans  l'Eftomac  eft 
introduit  fi  graduellement,  6c  repandu 
jfur  une  furface  fi  large,  qu’elle  agatera 
les  prim <e  via  beauconp  moins,  & des 
perfonnes  ayant  des  Inteftines  fort  foibles, 
le  peuvent  mieux  endurer,  que  quand  il 
eft  pris  en  pilules,  ou  en  Bolus  See.  Et,  il 
eft  raifonable  de  fuppofer  que  les  fluide9 
aqueux  feront  generallement  abforbes 
plus  promptement  peut-etre  meme,  etant 
appliqnee  a la  furface  externe.” 
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REVIEW 


ESSAY  on  ABSCESSES,  &c. 


HIS  Efifay  contains  feveral  judi 


ciousobfervations  in  furgery,  tend- 
ing to  evince  the  fuperioriry  of  lenient  ap- 
plications, to  thofe  of  an  irritating  nature, 
in  the  cure  of  ulcers.  But  what  chiefly 
merits  attention,  is,  a new  method  of 
introducing  mercury  into  the  circulation, 
for  the  cure  of  the  lues  venerea.  This  is 
performed  by  the  patient’s  rubbing  with 
his  finger,  moiftened  with  faliva,  three 
or  four  grains  of  calomel  every  day  on 
the  infide  of  the  cheek.  Mr.  Clare  is 
convinced  from  experiments,  that  this  me- 
thod of  introducing  mercury  is  practica- 
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ble ; and  in  order  to  procure  it  a more 
favourable  reception  from  the  public, 
there  are  added  a few  remarks  on  the 
plaufibility  of  the  propofal,  by  Dr.  Hun- 
ter, and  a variety  of  fimilar  observations 
by  his  anatomical  coadjutor,  Mr.  Cruik- 
fhank,  in  a letter  to  Mr.  Clare.  As  Mr. 
Cruikfhank  appears  to  have  confidered 
the  merit  of  the  practice  with  great  at- 
tention, we  fhali  prefent  our  readers  with 
fome  of  his  pertinent  remarks; 

‘ The  abforption  of  calomel  from  the 
anfide  of  the  mouth,  in  your  method, 
appears,  from  the  teftimony  of  many  of 
your  patients,  undeniable.  For  if  your 
parients  rub  three  grains  of  calomel  every 
day  on  the  infide  of  the  mouth,  and  it 
does  not  gripe  or  purge  j and  if  the  com- 
mon effedl  of  three  grains,  taken  into  the 
ftomach,  is,  that  it  certainly  gripes  and 
purges ; then  we  muft  conclude,  that  the 
three  grains,  given  in  your  way,  have 

not 
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not  gone  into  the  ftomach,  whiift  their 
producing  evident  effedts  on  the  difeafe, 
for  which  they  were  exhibited,  {hews,  that 
they  have  certainly  got  into  the  habit ; 
or,  in  other  words,  that  they  have  been 
abforbed  by  the  furface  to  which  they 
were  applied.  One  of  your  patients 
informs  me,  that  hefaw  you  weigh  eight 
grains  of  calomel,  that  he  employed  all 
this  quantity,  in  your  way,  at  once  i and 
that  he  went  through  this  procefs  three 
fucceeding  mornings  without  being  lick, 
griped,  or  purged.  On  what  other  fup- 
pofition,  (hall  we  be  able  to  fay,  why 
thefe  eight  grains  of  calomel  did  not 
purge  or  gripe,  but  that,  having  been 
abforbed  from  the  mouth,  they  became 
milder  in  their  operation,  in  the  fame 
way  as  we  know  the  divided  quickfilver 
becomes  milderwhenabforbed  by  the  {kin, 

* If  calomel  may  be  abforbed  in  your 
way,  it  mult  be  the  mod  eligible  method, 
B 4 becaufe 
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becaufe  it  is  lefs  apt  to  irritate  the  flo- 
mach  and  inteftines,  and,  by  purging,  to 
deftroy  its  proper  effedt,  than  it  would  be 
if  its  firfl  adtion  was  to  be  immediately  on 
thefe  parts.  There  are  fome  preparations 
of  mercury  which  may  be  taken  into  the 
flomach  without  irritating  too  much, 
provided  opium  is  exhibited  along  with 
them;  but  there  are  many  conflitutions 
which  will  not  bear  opium  ; and  if  mer- 
cury cannot  be  exhibited  properly  with- 
out it,  patients  poffeffed  of  fuch  conflitu- 
tions  muft  be  extremely  unfortunate, 
efpecially  if  to  the  former  peculiarity  of 
habit  is  joined  another  viz.  an  antipathy 
in  the  fkin  to  every  thing  oily.  How 
many,  originally  vigorous,  deduce  their 
prefent  weak  bowels,  and  crazy  conflitu- 
tions,  from  the  mifchief  occafioned  by 
the  adtion  of  mercury  on  the  prim® 
viae ! Now,  whether  the  calomel  is  here 
abforbed  from  the  mouth,  or  not,  fup- 
pofing  it  adtually  goes  into  the  flomach, 

but 
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but  that  the  circumftance  of  its  being 
given  in  a liquid  form,  diffufes  its  par- 
ticular ftimulus,  or  that  this  ftimulus  is 
blunted  by  its  ropy  vehicle  the  faliva, 
and  that  thus  only  it  becomes  milder  in 
its  operation : fill  the  fa£t  is,  that  it 
really  is  milder,  and  of  courfe,  as  the 
medicine  is  allowed  to  be  equally  effica- 
cious, this  method  is  to  be  preferred  to 
any  other  mode  of  exhibiting  mercury 
internally. 

* With  thofe  who  believe  that  the 
calomel  is  actually  abforbed  from  the 
infide  of  the  mouth,  and  that  it  does  not 
pafs  into  the  ftomach  and  inteftines,  there 
will  be  ftill  lefs  doubt  with  refpect  to  the 
propriety  of  employing  this  method 
rather  than  the  giving  calomel,  or  indeed 
any  other  commonly  prefcribed  prepara- 
tion of  mercury,  in  form  of  draught, 
bolus,  or  pill  j for  though  thefe  prepara- 
tions, taken  in  the  ftomach  and  inteftines, 

may 
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may  fometimes  be  abforbed  from  their 
internal  furface  as  well  as  from  any  other, 
yet,  from  the  greater  irritability  of  thefe 
furfaces,  the  flimulus  of  the  calomel,  or 
of  the  other  preparations,  is  more  likely 
to  prove  too  great',  to  produce  ficknefs, 
griping,  and  purging,  and  to  occafion 
their  being  hurled  out  of  the  body,  be- 
fore fufficient  time  has  been  allowed  ror 
their  abforption.  In  this  way  the  re- 
medy runs  a greater  rifle  of  being  entirely 
loft,  and  of  producing  as  little  effeit  on 
the  difeafe,  fur  which  it  was  exhibited, 
as  thePeruvian  barkwouldclo  on  an  inter., 
mittent,  if,  inftead  of  flaying  in  the  fto- 
mach,  it  was  conftantly  running  oft  by 
ftool.  Or  though  it  fhould  not  actually 
purge,  yet,  from  its  particular  flimulus, 
the  digeftive  organs,  with  whofe  ftate 
the  functions  of  the  body  are  fo  much 
connedled,  are  more  apt  to  be  thrown 
into  diforder  •,  during  which  period,  the 
attempts  of  nature  to  relieve  herfelf 
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againft  any  difeafe,  if  not  altogether 
prevented,  muft,  at  lead:,  be  extremely 
imperfedh  On  the  contrary,  if  calomel 
is  rubbed  on  the  infide  of  the  mouth,  it 
is  applied  to  a furface,  which  happens  to 
be  alternately  expofed  to  heat  and  cold, 
and  to  confiderable  fridtion  in  chewing 
our  food  and  cleaning  our  teeth  ; of 
courfe  to  a lefs  irritable  furface,  and  ca- 
pable even  of  bearing  moderate  fridtion. 
The  calomel  will  here  be  mixed  with  the 
faliva  during  the  fridtion,  will  be  diffufed 
over  the  whole  mouth,  and  abforbed 
from  the  infide  of  the  lips,  furfaces  of  the 
tongue,  roof  of  the  mouth  and  fauces,  as 
well  as  of  the  cheeks.  Thus,  its  firft 
effedts  will  not  be  in  the  way  of  ftimulus 
on  the  prims  vis,  but  it  will  be  gra- 
dually and  equally  applied  to  the  general 
fydem.’ 

We  cannot  difmifs  this  article  without 
acknowledging  that  Mr.  Clare  has  dif- 

covered 
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covered  a method  of  adminiftering  mer- 
cury, which  affords  the  ftrongeft  reafon 
to  expert  that  it  will  be  productive  of 
great  advantages  in  prartice  *,  and  the 
lingular  modefty  with  which  is  is  recom- 
mended by  the  author,  entitles  it  to  the 
more  candid  examination. 

Critical  Review  for  March  1779* 


j Extrait  dp  la  lettre  de  Mr.' 
Cruikjhank  a l’Egard  de  cette 
nouyelle  Methode,  &c. 

<<  ’Abforbtion  du  Calomel  de  1’in- 


terieur  de  la  Bouche,  felon  votre 


methode,  paroit  par  le  temoignage  de 
plufieurs  de  vos  malades,  inconteftable. 
Car  fi  vos  malades  fe  frottent  tous  les 
jours  avec  trois  grains  deCalomel  1 interi- 
eur  de  la  Bouche,  et  que  ces  trois  grains 
n’agacent  ni  purgent,  & fi  le  commun 


effet 
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effet  des  trois  grains  introduit  dans 
l’Eftomac,  eft  qu’ils  pincent  & purgent 
certainemenr,  alors  il  faut  conclurre  que 
Jes  trois  grains  adminiftre  de  yotre  facon 
ne  foient  point  entres  dans  l’Eftomac, 
pendant  que  produifant  leur  effets  vifibles 
dans  la  maladie  pour  laquelle  ils  etoient 
appliques,  cela  demontre  clairement  qu’ils 
font  entres  dans  la  Circulation  ou  autre- 
ment,  qu’ils  ont  ete  abforbes  par  la  fur- 
face  a laquelle  ils  etoient  appliques.  Un 
de  vos  malades  m’informa  qu’il  vous  vit 
pefer  huit  grains  de  Calomel,  qu’il  em- 
ployoit  toute  cette  quantite,  felon  votre 
methode,  a la  fois,  & qu’il  continua  ce 
procede  pendant  trois  matins  fans  ctre 
indifpofe,  pince  ou  purge  ^ fur  quelle 
autre  fuppofition  pourrons  nous  dire 
pourquoi  ceshuit  grains  de  Calomel  ne  le 
purgerent  ni  le  pincerent,  mais  parce 
qu’etant  abforbes  de  la  bouche  ilsdevinrent 
plus  doux  dans  leur  operation,  de  la 
meme  maniere  com  me  nous  favons  que 
C le 


( *8  ) 

le  vif  Argent  fepare  devient  plus  douj£, 
quand  il  eft  abforbe  de  la  peau  ? Si  le 
Calomel  peut  etre  abforbe  felon  votrc 
methode,  il  faut  qu’il  foit  le  procede  Je 
plus  a choifir,  parcequ  il  eft  moins  fujet 
d’irriter  l’Eftomac&  les  inteftins,  & par 
la  purgation  a detruire  fon  propre  effet 
qu’il  feroit  ft  fa  premiere  Adtion  devoit 
4>tre  immediatement  portee  fur  ces  parties* 
Il  y a quelques  preparations  de  Mercure 
que  Ton  pourroit  prendre  dans  l’Eftomad 
fans  l’irriter  trop,  pourvu  que  I'Opium  y 
foit  adminiftre,  mais  il  y a beaucoup  de 
Conftitutions  qui  ne  peuvent  pas  fup- 
porter  I'Opium^  et  file  mercure  ne  peut  pas 
etre  applique  proprement  fans  I’Opium , il 
fautque  les  malades  d’un  tel  temparement 
foient  bien  malheureux,  tout  encore  fi  a 
la  premiere  particularity  de  Conftitution 
y foit  jointe  un  autre,  ceft  a dire,  une 
Antipathie  dans  la  peau  a tout  chofe  qui 
eft  huileufe.  Combien  des  gens  autre 

fois 
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fois  vigoreux,  derivent  leur  Inteftins 
foibles  tendres  & leur  Conftitution  in- 
firme,  du  mal  occaftone  par  l’Operation 
du  Mercure  fur  Jes  prima  via.  Or,  le 
Calomel  eft  il  ici  abforbe  de  la  Bouche 
ou  non ; fuppofons  qu’il  foit  aftuellc- 
ment  porte  dans  l’Eftomac,  mais  que  la 
circonftance  de  l’y  etant  adminiftre  en 
forme  d'un  liquide  repand  fa  qualite 
piquante  particuliere : ou  que  cette 

Qualite  piquante  adoucit  par  la  vifcofite 
de  la  Salive,  et  qu  ainft  elle  devient  plus 
mcderee  dans  fon  Operation-,  neanmoins 
le  fait  eft  que  le  Calomel  eft  a&uellement 
plus  doux,  & par  confequence  comme  la 
medicine  eft  approuvee  d’etre  egalement 
efficace,  cette  methode  doit  etre  preferee 
a tout  autre  mode  d’adminiftrer  le  mer- 
cure  en  dedans.  Quant  a ceux  qui 
croyent  que  le  Calomel  foit  adtuellement 
abforbe  de  l’interieur  de  la  bouche  & 
qu’il  ne  pafle  dans  1’eftoniac  & les  in- 
teftins, il  y aura  encore  moins  de  doute 
C z a 
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a legard  de  la  propriete  d'employer  cette 
methode  plutot  que  dedonner  le  Calomel 
ou,  vraimtnt  aucune  autre  preparation 
ordinaire  du  mercure  en  maniere  de  mix- 
ture Bolus  ou  pilules ; car  quoique  ces 
preparations  recues  dans  l’eftomac  et  les 
Inteftins  pouifTent  quelque  fois  etre  ab- 
foibesde  leur  furface  interieure  auffi  bien 
que  de  toute  autre  partie,  non  obftantde 
la  plus  grande  fenfibilite  de  ces  furfaces, 
1’irritation  de  Calomel  oudes  autres  prepa- 
rations pourroient  probablement  devoir 
trop  grande,  a produire  l’lndifpofition, 
la  Colique  & la  purgation,  & pour  caufer 
a les  jetter  hors  du  corps,  avantqu  il  y 
eut  un  terns  fuffifant  pour  leur  Abforb- 
tion  ; dans  ce  cas  il  y a grand  rifque  que 
le  remede  ne  foit  entirement  perdu,  & 
qu’il  produiroit  ft  peu  d’effet  fur  le  defor- 
dre  pour  lequdl  il  etoit  adminiflre, 
comme  la  Quina  feroit  dans  une  Fievre 
intermittante,  fi  au  lieu  de  refter  dans 
l’Eftomac,  il  pafieroit  continuellement 

par 
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par  en  bas : ou,  quoiqu’il  ne  purgeroit 
pas  adtuellement,  neanmoins  par  Ton 
irritation  particuliere,  les  Organes  de  la 
digeftion  avec  l’etat  defquelles  les  fonc- 
tions  du  corps  font  fi  etroitement  jointes,. 
font  plus  fujettes  d'etre  jeltees  en  defordre, 
pendant  quelle  periode  les  efforts  de  la 
nature  pour  fe  debaraffer  d’aucun  defor- 
dre, s’ils  ne  font  pas  prevenus  tous  en- 
femble,  il  faut  qu’ils  foyent  extremement 
imparfaits.  Tout  au  contraire,  fi  le 
Calomel  eft  frotte  fur  l’interieur  de  la 
Bouche,  il  eft  applique  a une  furface 
qui  eft  alrernativement  expofee  au  chaud 
et  au  froid,  et  a un  frottement  confider- 
able  en  machant  nos  Aliments,  & en 
nettoyant  nos  dents ; par  confequent  a 
une  furface  moins  fenfible,  et  meme 
capable  a fupporter  unc  fridHon  mode- 
ree ; le  Calomel  fera  ainfi  mele  avec  la 
Salive  pendant  la  fridtion,  il  fera  repandn 
dans  tout  l’interieur  de  la  Bouche,  et 
abforbe  du  dedans  des  levres,  des  furfaces 
C 3 de 
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de  la  langue,  & du  palais  de  la  Bouche 
& des  machoires,  aufli  bien  que  des 
joues.  Ainfi  fes  premiers  effets  ne  feront 
pas  en  forme  de  Stimulus  fur  les  prima  via, 
mais  ils  feront  graduellement  et  egale- 
ment  appliques  au  Syfteme  general. 

P.  104  le  it.  Ed. — 187  le  2de.  Ed. 


A N 

ESSAY 

ON  THE 

CURE  of  ABSCESSES,  &c. 

UPON  former  occafions  of  review- 
ing medical  and  chirurgical  pub- 
lications, we  have  expreffed  our  fenti- 
ments  with  refpeft  to  the  utility  of  fuch 
communications,  it  is  therefore  needlefs 
to  repeat  them,  and  we  (hall  only  obferve 
that  Mr.  Clare,  a gentleman  eminent  in 

his 
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his  profeffion,  who  ferved  his  apprentice- 
fhip  to  the  celebrated  Mr.  Pott,  fenior 
furgeon  of  St.  Bartholomew’s  hofpital, 
in  the  pamphlet  before  us,  plainly  de- 
monftrates  that  great  improvements  have 
been  made  of  late  years  in  furgery  by  the 
Englifh  furgeons,  fo  that  they  may  now 
claim  that  fuperiority  which  was  given  to 
the  French  in  the  former  part  of  the 
prefent  century.  It  is  an  indifputable 
fadt,  that  all  the  operations  of  furgery  in 
practice  amongft  the  ancients,  and  even 
with  the  moderns  till  of  late  years  were 
excruciating,  tedious,  and  aukward — in 
comparifon  of  the  lenient  methods  which 
now  prevail  in  England.  With  refpedt 
to  abfcelfes,  the  firft  fubjedt  of  Mr. 
Clare’s  attention,  they  were  generally 
opened  by  the  knife  in  England  and  in 
France;  in  the  latter  it  is  (till  the  pre.- 
vailing  practice.  Corroding  medicines 
were  likewife  applied  to  th t fungus  ; but 
tli is  pradtice  is  alfo  laid  afide,  and  lenient 
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dreflings  fubftituted.  “ Formerly,  fays 
Mr.  Clare,  whenever  any  enlarged 
glands  appeared  in  wounds,  it  was  the 
practice  to  attack  them  with  the  moll 
powerful  efcharotics,  and  where  thefe 
failed,  recourfe  was  had  to  extirpation  by 
ligature  or  the  fingers.  Thefe  glandular 
appearances  are  confidered  by  modern 
furgeons  as  no  unfavourable  fymptoms, 
and  often  form  the  bafis  of  a cure,  when 
treated  with  lenity.”  The  remarks  on 
precipitate  and  other  dreflings.  are  very 
judicious,  and  difcover  great  tendernefs, 
fenfibility,  and  humanity  for  thofe  who 
have  the  misfortune  to  (land  in  need  of 
chirurgical  operations.  Some  extraor- 
dinary cafes  are  related  to  fhew  the  power 
of  nature  in  aiding  the  cure  of  wounds 
when  left  a little  to  herfelf,  and  alfo  of 
the  balfamic  quality  of  the  blood  for 
the  fame  purpofe,  and  Mr.  Clare  has  the 
eandour  to  recommend  the  greateft  at- 
tention to  thefe  circumftances,  though 
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againft  the  intereft  of  his  profeflion. 
Inftead  of  Fryar’s  balfam,  and  other 
painful  applications,  we  are  informed, 
that  prefling  the  lips  of  the  wound  to- 
gether, and  clofing  it,  to  preclude  the 
air,  is  fufficient  in  common  cuts. 

But  we  mull  now  introduce  the  prin- 
cipal fubjefl  of  this  pamphlet,  which 
contains  a difcovery  of  a very  important 
nature  for  the  eafe  of  venereal  patients, 
who  abound  in  this  metropolis.  Being 
induced  from  obfervation  to  think  this 
difeafe  is  befl.  fubducd  by  the  falivary 
difcharge,  and  convinced  that  chemical 
preparations  of  mercury  given  internally 
in  pills,  bolufes,  &c.  vellicate  and  injure 
the  flomach  and  inteftines,  Mr.  Clare 
determined  to  make  trial  of  another  me- 
thod founded  on  the  principal  of  abforp- 
tion.  No  furgeon  will  deny  the  abforp- 
tion  of  mercury  into  the  blood,  when 
applied  in  powder  to  a fore ; a part  which 

has 
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has  loft:  its  covering,  the  external  fkin. 
This  led  him  to  order  his  patients  to  rub 
with  the  finger,  moiftened  with  faliva, 
three  or  four  grains  of  mercurii  dulcis 
Julies  fublimati  (calomel)  every  day  on 
the  in  fide  cf  the  cheek,  on  and  round 
that  part  where  the  falivary  duft  opens 
into  the  mouth,  and  the  difeafes  were 
cured.  One  or  two  grains  rubbed  in 
behind  the  preputium  or  the  labia , will 
fometimes  give  a mercurial  breath,  and 
a flight  fpitting ; and  he  thinks  it  may 
a£t  in  this  manner  as  a preventive  more 
to  be  relied  on,  in  our  opinion,  than 
thofe  that  are  daily  advertifed. 

The  nafty  dreadful  pradtice  of  mer- 
curial fridtions  by  undtion  in  fome  cafes, 
or  what  is  called  laying  down  in  a faliva- 
tion,  is  avoided  by  this  new  method  •,  it 
is  a fortunate  circumftance  for  Mr.  Clare, 
that  he  has  communicated  this  improved 
method,  to  gentlemen  of  the  profeflion, 
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of  the  moft  liberal  fentiments,  who  have 
generoufly  fupported  him  by  their  opi- 
nions in  favour  of  it.  To  Dr.  Hunter 
and  Mr,  Cruikfhank,  he  and  his  pa- 
tients are  greatly  indebted,  the  fenfible 
inveftigation  of  the  abforbent  fyftem  by 
the  latter,  forms  a valuable  appendix  to 
this  pamphlet,  and  is  one  of  thofe  rare 
inftances  feldom  to  be  met  with  out  of 
Britain,  of  difinterefted  friendfhip,  and 
regard  for  the  welfare  of  mankind,  tak- 
ing the  place  of  thofe  mean  paffions,  envy 
and  rivalry. 

Impartial  Review  of  New  Publications * 
in  the  London  Magazine,  for  March, 

1 779- 
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A Letter  from  Dr.  Krohn, 
Member  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Phyficians  in  London,  and 
Phyfician  Man- Midwife  to 
the  Middlefex-Hofpital. 

To  Mr.  CLARE,  Surgeon. 

Dear  Sir, 

ON  reading  your  publication  on 
Mercury , to  be  conveyed  into  the 
conftitution  by  abforption,  with  more  ad 
vantage  and  equal  fuccefs,  &c.  I was  fo 
pleated  with  the  idea,  that  I determined 
to  try  it  the  firft  opportunity  which  fhould 
offer  itfelf,  ftridlly  following  your  mode, 
preferibed. 

In  the  beginning  of  October  lafe  a par- 
ticular friend  of  mine  from  the  country 
came  to  me,  then  about  a month  ill  of  a 
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virulent  chancre , to  fuch  a degree,  that 
the  ulcers  of  various  fizes,  deeply  feated, 
had  almoft  deftroyed  the  franunt.  De- 
firous  of  my  advice,  l prefcribed  your 
mercurial  liniment,  the  benefit  of  which 
he  very  foon  experienced,  by  recovering 
within  the  fpace  of  a fortnight,  perceiv- 
ing not  the  fmalleft  inconvenience  from 
it*s  ufe.  He  on  the  contrary  found  his 
bowels  perfe&ly  free  from  any  attack  on 
them,  the  ufual  attendant  on  former 
methods  of  treatment,  which  he  had  fre- 
quently experienced  previous  to  this  trial. 
No  kind  of  wafh  or  application  whatso- 
ever was  ufed  for  the  ulcers,  which  not- 
tvithftanding  grew  gradually  better  and 
healed.  I law  him  but  very  lately,  when 
he  informed  me  that  he  had  not  had  the 
fmalleft  return  of  the  complaint  in  any 
fhape. 

It  afforded  me  the  more  pleafure,  as 
he,  from  peculiar  circumftances,  was 
D obliged 
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obliged  to  vifit  much,  and  to  go  Into 
companies,  where  a refervednefs  in  his 
manner  of  living  amonft  his  friends  muft 
inevitably  have  raifed  luch  fufpicions  as 
would  have  proved  prejudicial. 

Two  other  cafes  of  the  like  complaint 
have  fince  occurred  to  me,  in  both  fexes  j 
where  I was  certain  of  its  full  and 
good  EFFECT.-^And  what  is  more  fur * 
prifing , is,  that  this  mode  feems  to  agree 
better  with  people  who  are  debauchees* 
having  had  a mod  efiential  proof  of  this 
affertion  in  the  one,  a man  who  drank 
all  kind  of  ftrong  liquors,  was  fcarcely 
ever  in  bed  for  a week  together,  and  that 
at  the  break  of  day,  and  much  expofed  to 
cold,  damp  and  moift  air* 

If  thefe  little  obfervations,  made  by 
me  in  confequence  of  your  difinterefted 
publication,  can  afford  you  any  fatisfac- 
tion,  I will  in  future  do  myfelf  the  plea- 
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fure  to  communicate  what  (hall  fall  under 
my  infpe&ion,  with  the  utmoft  candour  : 
Till  when,  I remain  with  much  efteem, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  molt  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  KROHN. 

Southampton  Jlreety  Covent-garden, 

March  i,  1782. 


OF  THE 

VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

VARIOUS  attempts  have  been  made 
within  thefe  thirty  years  to  improve 
the  method  of  cure  in  the  Lues  Venerea .. 
Some  practitioners  have  affirmed  that  the 
difeafe  may  be  totally  extirpated  without 
the  ufe  of  mercury;  but  excepting  in  very 
flight  cafes,  it  appears  from  the  mod  ac- 
curate obfervations  that  this  grand  fpe- 
O-  2 cific 
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cific  is  indifpenlable.  Salivation,  how- 
ever, which  was  formerly  fo  much  ufed, 
is  now  almofl:  generally  exploded,  on  ac- 
count of  its  feverity.  The  folution  of 
the  corrofive  fublimate,  which  has  been 
recommended  upon  the  authority  of 
Baron  Van  Swieten,  was  for  a few 
years  greatly  employed,  but  as  its  repu- 
tation had  not  been  eftablifhed  upon  juft 
and  accurate  obfervationq  it  has  fince  loft 
all  its  celebrity.  It  was  feldom  ever  found 
t > perform  a radical  cure  •,  and  the  fre- 
quent ufe  of  it  proved  in  many  cafes 
highly  prejudicial.  It  has  been  fucceed- 
ui  in  pr  hy  Fjlemcx’s  te  r.u’y, 

wliich  conlifts  of  quickfilver  txcinguifhed 
with  gumarabic,  to  prevent  it  fromfali- 
vating.  The  method  of  curing  this  dif- 
eafe  by  fumigation  has  lately  been  much 
recommended  in  France,  but  feems  not 
to  meet  with  great  encouragement.  The 
moft  recent  propofal  for  the  cure  of  the 
venereal  difeafe,  is  that  of  Mr.  Clare, 

and 
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.and  confifts  in  rubbing  a fmall  quantity 
of  mercury  on  the  infide  of  the  cheek ; 
by  which  means  we  not  only  avoid  the 
inconveniencies  of  undion,  but  the  pur- 
gative effeds  that  are  often  produced  by 
this  medicine,  when  taken  into  the 
ftomach. — See  Dr.  Manning’s  Praftice 
of  Phyfic 


One  of  the  Surgeons  to  the  Liverpool 
Infirmary  informs  me  that  he  has  lately 
cured  an  invtterate  Corona  Veneris  very 
expeditioufly  by  my  procefs;  that  this 
was  the  only  opportunity  he  had  had  of 
ufing  mercury  in  this  way,  and  that  he 
intended  to  make  further  trial  of  this 
ealy  and  agreeable  method. 


A Phyfician  at  Edinburgh,  diftinguifh- 
ed  for  his  medical  abilities  and  accurate 
obfervations  on  the  nature  of  difeafes  and 
their  cure,  has  lately  done  me  the  honour 
of  acquainting  me  by  letter,  that  he  has 
D 3 made 
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made  a number  of  experiments  in  the 
public  Infirmary  there,  to  afcertain  the 
merits  of  my  mode  of  adminiftering  mer- 
cury ; that  thofe  which  he  had  made  were 
in  favour  of  my  method  ; and  I am  hap- 
py to  fay  that  the  experiments,  and  the 
conclufions  to  be  drawn  from  them,  will 
in  due  time  be  fubmitted  to  public  in- 
fpe&ion. 

I return  my  fincere  thanks  to  this  and 
other  medical  gentlemen,  my  worthy 
friends  and  correfpondents,  at  different 
times  for  their  obliging  and  ufefuf  com- 
munications, which  I (hall  carefully  pre- 
ferve,  and  fhall  reflect  always  with  pleafure 
on  thefe  honourable  tefti  monies  of  difin- 
terefted  regard  and  love  of  fcience. 


I take  this  firft  opportunity  of  making 

genious  Mr.‘  Sheldon,  Teacher  of  Ana- 
tomy, for  the  ufe  of  a curious  preparation 

of 
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of  the  Villi  of  the  lips,  an  Engraving  of 
which  is  to  be  had  with  the  Third  Edition 
of  my  Book,  printed  for  T.  Cadel  in  the 
Strand. 


A Letter  from  Dr.  Buchan, 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Phyhcians  at  Edinburgh, 
and  Author  of  Do?neJiic 
Medicine. 

T o Mr.  CLARE,  Surgeon,  Chancery-Lane. 

Dear  Sir, 

I Thank  you  for  the  prefent  of  your 
Treatife  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe, 
and  likewife  for  the  honour  you  have 
done  me  in  addrefling  to  me  your  letter, 
containing  Obfervations  on  the  "Nature  and 
\ Treatment  of  the  Variolous  Abfcefs , with 
Remarks  on  the  Modern  Praflice  of  Inocu- 
lation. 
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lation.  You  are  juftly  entitled  to  the 
efteem  and  thanks  of  the  public  for  the 
pains  you  have  taken  to  alleviate  the  fuf- 
ferings  of  mankind  in  two  of  the  moft 
dreadful  difeafes  incident  to  human  na- 
ture. The  fmall-pox  iweeps  off  one 
fifth  of  the  human  fpecies  in  the  ftate  of 
infancy  ; while  the  lues  venerea  commits 
its  filent  ravages  on  the  flower  and  vigour 
of  youth.  Yet  dreadful  as  thefe  calami- 
ties are,  they  admit  of  more  relief  from 
the  medical  art  than  any  other  difeafes 
with  which  we  are  acquainted.  For  the 
venereal  difeafe  we  are  in  pofieffion  of  a 
fpecific  remedy,  which  if  properly  applied, 
will  feldom  fail  to  perform  a cure  \ and 
the  fmall-pox,  every  one  knows,  may  by 
inoculation  be  rendered  fo  mild  as  hardly 
to  deferve  the  name  of  a difeafe.  To  ex- 
tend the  practice  of  inoculation,  and  to 
point  out  the  moft  fafe  and  efficacioqs 
method  of  exhibiting  mercury,  muft 
therefore  be  confidered  as  two  of  the 
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greateft  benefits  that  can  be  conferred  on 
mankind. 

Of  all  the  various  modes  of  exhibiting 
mercury  that  which  you  recommend 
feems  to  me  the  moft  fafe,  and  I have  no 
doubt  but  it  will  likewife  be  found  the 
moft  efficacious.  A falfe  opinion  has 
long  prevailed  that  every  medicine  ought 
to  be  taken  into  the  ftomach.  This  has 
done  much  mifchief  Many  people  have 
fuch  an  averfion  to  medicine  of  all  kinds 
that  they  will  fufferany  thing  rather  than 
, fwallow  a fingle  dole.  Others  have  fuch 
1 a debility  of  the  Vfzra,  th  it  though  ih  y 
can  fwalUnv  mercury,  yet  it  tears  their 
ftomach  and  bowels  to  pieces.  Of  this 
every  medical  practitioner  muft  have  feen 
many  inftances.  There  are  few  perfons 
who  have  been  fo  unfortunate  as  to  take 
i arge  quantities  of  this  mineral  in  the 
ifual  way,  who  do  not  exhibit  melancholy 
proofs  of  its  baneful  effects  on  the  fto'mach 
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and  bowels.  By  your  mode  of  adminif- 
tering  mercury  thefe  effects  are  obviated, 
while  it  is  much  more  cleanly  and  agree- 
able than  the  common  method  of  apply- 
ing it  to  the  fkin. 

With  regard  to  your  remarks  on  the 
modern  practice  of  Inoculation , I have 
only  to  obferve  that  they  entirely  coincide 
with  my  own  fentiments  on  that  fubjeft. 
Inoculation  can  never  prove  a blefting  to 
mankind  till  the  pratftice  becomes  gene- 
ral, and  that  will  never  be  the  cafe  while 
it  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  faculty. 
Every  attempt  therefore  to  render  this 
operation  eafy  and  familiar,  and  to  fhew 
that  it’s  fuccefs  does  not  depend  upon 
medical  fkiil  and  addrefs,  either  in  pre- 
paring the  patient,  or  treating  the  difeafe:, 
muft  be  higfily  laudab’e.  Indeed  your 
whole  pamphlet  breathes  a fpirit  of  libe- 
rality and  candor,  which  will  not  fail  to 
place  your  name  high  in  the  lift:  of  thofe 
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generous  benefactors  of  fociety  who  have 
alMed  in  extending  the  advantages  of 
this  important  difcovery  to  mankind* 

Wifhing  you  all  fuccefs  in  your  endea- 
vours to  leffen  the  miferies  of  human 
life, 

I remain, 

Dear  Sir, 

Mod  fincerely  your’s, 

W.  BUCHAN; 

Norfolk  flreet , Strand^ 

Oft.  15,  1781, 


Obfervations 


( 40  ) 

Obfervations  on  the  Nature  and 
Treatment  of  the  variolous 

• i 

Abfcefs,  with  Remarks  on 
the  Modern  Pra&ice  of  In- 
oculation, and  a Review  of 
the  principal  Writers  on  that 
important  Subject. 

THIS  fmall  traft  is  thrown  into  the 
form  of  a letter  to  Dr.  Buchan, 
author  of  that  ufeful  and  well  known 
book  intitled,  Domeftic  Medicine ; and 
very  properly,  becaufe  it  purfues  the 
fame  line  of  public  utility,  being  calcula- 
ted to  facilitate  the  management  of  a dif- 
eafe,  fo  common,  that  few  families  are 
without  it,  and  in  the  treatment  of  which 
domeftic  (kill  and  attention  are  frequent* 
ly  more  requifite  than  medical  prefcrip- 
tions.  Mr.  Clare,  in  his  former  publi- 
cations, has  fiiewn  himfelf  to  be  the  difin- 
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terefted  friend  of  Nature,  a fure  indica- 
tion (in  a medical  profeffor)  of  a liberal 
mind.  Upon  the  prefent  occafion,  he 
expands  the  benevolent  principle,  by  a 
rational  attempt  to  deliver  young  chil- 
dren and  other  perfons  from  the  fatigu- 
ing, complicated  preparations  by  diet, 
mercurials,  and  purges,  which  many  emi- 
nent medical  writers  have  judged  necef- 
fary  before  inoculation.  Baron  Dimfdale 
among  others.  Dr.  Buchan,  on  the  con- 
trary, has  afierted — “ that  they  know- 
very  little  of  the  matter,  who  impute  the 
fuccefs  of  modern  inoculators  to  any  fu- 
perior  fkill  either  in  preparing  the  pa- 
tient, or  comunicating  the  difeafe.  And, 
that  whoever  is  pofielTed  of  common 
lenfe  and  prudence  may  perform  this 
office  for  his  children  whenever  he  plea- 
fes,  provided  they  be  in  a good  ftate  of 
health.”  Mr.  Clare  having  been  long  of 
opinion,  that  preparation  is  not  neceffiary, 
and  having  obferved,  that  it  fometimes 
E did 
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did  mifchief,  was  willing  to  ftrengthen 
his  own  authority  by  that  of  Dr.  Buchan, 
and  both  combined,  we  imagine,  muft 
carry  great  weight  with  the  unprejudiced. 
Baron  Dimfdale  and  Dr.  Buchan  agree 
in  giving  the  preference,  as  to  the  time 
of  inoculation,  to  the  ages  of  from  two 
to  five  years  •,  but  as  the  former  has  hint- 
ed, that  thofe  who  were  inoculated  under 
thofe  ages  all  did  wellt  and  Dr.  Buchan 
fays,  he  has  no  objedion  to  inoculating 
infants  at  the  bread,  Mr.  Clare  takes 
fome  pains  to  fhew  that  this  pradice  is 
attended  with  many  advantages.  He 
alfo  exprefies  himfelf  in  ftrong  terms 
againft  the  pernicious  eflfeds  of  purga- 
tives in  the  early  ftages  of  the  diftemper, 
and  againft  all  repellents,  which  prevent 
fuppuration.  There  are  many  other 
judicious  diredions  fupported  by  thebefl 
authorities,  fuch,  for  inftance,  as  Dr. 
Mead,  and  by  the  pradice  of  St.  Bartho- 
lomew’s hofpital,  during  feven  years, 

when 
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when  Mr.  Clare,  attended  it ; tending 
to  (hew,  that  Nature  fhould  be  permit- 
ted to  do  her  own  work,  and  that  little 
or  no  medicine  ought  to  be  adminiftered 
either  preparatory  to,  or  during  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  difeafe.  The  pra£tice  of 
inoculation  under  thefe  circumftances, 
is  likewife  ftrongly  recommended  as  a 
national  benefit. 

Impartial  Review  of  New  Publications , 
in  the  London  Magazine , for  October y 

1781. 
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Since  the  publication  of  my  letter  to 
Dr.  Buchan  I have  been  favoured  from 
various  parts  of  the  country  with  accounts 
of  the  increasing  and  fuccefsful  praflice 
of  Inoculation,  and  l am  happy  in  an  op- 
portunity of  alluring  the  public  from  the 
fame  authority,  that  the  preparatory  pro - 
cefs  is  every  where  daily  lofing  ground  in 
this  kingdom.  Dispensaries  are  now 
eftablilhed  in  feveral  capital  towns*, 
and  meet  with  the  greateft  fuccefs.  In 
defiance  of  the  want  of  judgment  in  fome 
and  the  narrow  prejudices  rooted  in  the 

minds 

* In  autumn  1781  a plan  was  fubmitted  to  the 
public  in  Liverpool  for  the  general  inoculation  of 
the  poor. — The  faculty  propofed  to  perform  it 
gratis  at  half  yearly  periods,  viz.  March  and 
October. — Their  firft  trial  Was  made  in  Odlober 
lafl,  when  out  of  four  hundred  and  fxteen  inocu- 
lated, only  one  was  lof. — Of  thefe  one  hundred  and 
forty-lix  were  under  one  year  old,  ninety-one 
between  one  and  two  years,  one  hundred  and 
feventy  above  two  years  but  under  puberty,  and 
nine  adults. 
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minds  of  others,  daily  experience  evinces 
that  thefe  inftitutions  are  practicable, 
fafe,  and  highly  beneficial  to  the  commu- 
nity, For  thefe  benefits,  particularly  the 
lafl,  the  public  are  indebted  to  the  bene- 
volent and  indefatigable  labours  of  Dr. 
Lettfom,  the  firft  inftitutor  of  them  in  this 
city,  and  to  Drs.  Buchan  and  Black,  whofe 
printed  communications  on  thi3  import- 
ant fubjeCt  will  perpetuate  their  fame.— 
With  refpeCt  to  preparation^  the  dangerous 
evils  of  which  practice  have  been  repeat- 
edly fet  forth,  it’s  warmeft  advocates  find- 
ing the  ground  untenable,  have  no  longer 
the  confidence  to  defend  it  againft  the 
accurate  experiments  of  Dr.  Watfon,  the 
weighty  arguments  of  Drs.  Black  and 
Buchan,  and  the  common  fenfe  of  man- 
kind. 


PETER  CLARE. 


ERRATA. 


Page  20.  line  4.  for  de,  read  du. 

2 5-  J9‘  /cr  principal,  prin- 

ciple. 
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